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AND 1BE VEDA

DAYANANDA accepted the Veda as his rock of firm
foundation, he took it for his guiding view of life,
his rule of inner existence and Ms inspiration for
external work, but he regarded it as even more, the
word of eternal Truth on which man's knowledge of
God and his relations with the Divine Being and
with his fellows can be rightly and securely founded
This everlasting rock of the Veda, many assert, has
no existence, there is nothing there but the commonest
mud and sand; it is only a hymnal of primitive bar-
barians, only a rude worship of personified natural
phenomena, or even less than that, a liturgy of cere-
monial sacrifice, half religion, half magic, by which
superstitious animal men of yore hoped to get them-
selves gold and food and cattle, slaughter pitilessly,
their enemies, protect themselves from disease, cala-
mity and demoniac influences and enjoy the coarse